The Regularisation of Migrants (RegMig) dataset

The RegMig dataset is a tool to characterize programs that regularised undocumented
immigrants and it is expected to allow researchers to evaluate its impact on a broad range of topics.
RegMig aims to collect all possible information from programs that regularised undocumented

immigrants in OECD countries for the last 80 years.

We have assembled the RegMig dataset using three core sources: First, the “Regularisation
in Burope” (REGINE) project produced for the European Commission’s Directorate-General
Justice, Freedom and Security (Baldwin-Edwards & Kraler, 2009); second, the University of
Oxford’s International Migration Institute data (DEMIG, 2015) and third, the OECD’s
international migration reports (from (OECD, 1997) to (OECD, 2023)). Additionally, we
complemented the RegMig dataset using information from Apap, De Bruycker, & Schmitter
(2000), Levinson, (2005), IADB, Acosta, & Harris (2022), McDonald (2009), Dehm & Vogl (2022)
and Sunderhaus (2007) , mainly. It was completed further using several sources for each country'.
As a result, this novel dataset allows us to identify all regularisation programs implemented in each

of the 38 OECD countries.

It is important to highlight the difference between programs and mechanism. The first meet
three criteria: (i) they do not form part of the regular migration policy framework, (if) they operate
for a limited time period, and (iii) they target specific categories of non-nationals in an irregular
situation (Baldwin-Edwards & Kraler, 2009). While the mechanisms in contrast are permanent

procedures, established in legislation that have not a stablished expiration date.

! Khoojinian (2023), Alfonso (2017), Fernandez Paez & Celedon Arrieta (2024), Contrucci, Cano Christiny, &
Martinez Pizarro (2009), Ministerio del Interior de Chile (2010), Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores Colombia
(2019), Wiley (1995), Izaguirre (2004), Ministerio de Gobernacién y Policfa Costa Rica (1999), (2020) & (2022),
Organizaciéon Internacional para las Migraciones (IOM) (2021), Olesen, Serensen, Olesen, & Farbel (2019),
Poelemans & De Séze (2000), Triandafyllidou & Mantanika (2014), Schiavenza (2024), Ricci, Ammendola, Garavini,
& Forti (2007), Amnesty International (2012), Santo & Ceruzzi (2010), Kondo (2002), (2008) & (2011), Park (1995)
& (2004), Torneo, (2016), Secretaria de Gobernacién Mexico (2015) & (2016), European Union Agency for Asylum
(2020), Shen & Binns (2012), Parlament of New Zealand (2000), Directorate of Immigration Norway (2014),
Kepinska (2007) and migration experts for some countries as Prof. Dr Wojtynska (University of Iceland)



RegMig classifies programs into two types. First, the general category includes all
regularisation programs that target overstayers, those who entered illegally, and rejected asylum
seckers. Second, the humanitarian category only targets the rejected asylum seekers. This dataset
pretends to be exhaustive in both types of programs. However, it includes the third type of
regularisations, the mechanism. RegMig is not intending to be exhaustive for mechanisms but

include a good amount as to clarify that they were evaluated and could not be considered programs.

Our dataset records the OECD countries that implemented regularisation of
undocumented immigrants. It collects the year (or years) when the policy allowed undocumented
migrants to register in the program and the origin nationalities included as beneficiaries.
Additionally, when available, it registers the date it was announced, the time window for migrants
to register in months, and the required time as an illegal resident in the country to classify as a
beneficiary. Also, when the number of beneficiaries is available, it is recorded in the dataset. The
total registered number of beneficiaries for the period is 17.85 million, but the actual number is
superior, as for many programs, we found no information on beneficiaries. The dataset comprises
80 years (1945-2024). More information on how this dataset was built is on Elguezabal & Martinez-

Zarzoso (2026). Please, cite this dataset as following:

Elguezabal, P., & Martinez-Zarzoso, 1. (2025). The Regularisation of Migrants (RegMig)
dataset. University of Goettingen: Ibero-America Institute for FEconomic Research.

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/research /65507.html
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RegMig Database.
List and characteristics of regularisation programs at OECD countries during 1945-2024

. Time
Number Time to require
OECD Origin countries Year of Type Announce PP ly, living,
country in .
Benefited in
months
months

Australia All 1974 367 General 26.01.1974 6 36
Australia All 1976 7,861 General 26.01.1976 3 1
Australia All 1980 14,000 General 19.06.1980 6 6
Austria All 1954 General 1
Austtia All 1990 30,000 General 1
Belgium All 1974-1975 | 7,448 General 01.08.1974 14 4
Belgium All 1980 Mechanism 15.12.1980
Belgium All 1997-1998 | 6,137 Mechanism
Belgium All 2000-2002 | 37,900 General 22.12.1999 36 3
Belgium All 2002 39,644 Mechanism
Belgium All 2009 25,000 General 15.12.2009 3 29
Canada China 1962-1972 | 12,000 General 154
Canada All 1973 39,000 General 2
Canada Haiti 1981 4,000 General
Canada All 1983-1985 | 1,000 General 60
Canada All 1986 Humanitarian
Canada All 1994-1998 | 3,000 Humanitatian 60 36
Canada Algeria 2002 900 Humanitarian | 01.04.2002 3 36
Chile Ecuador 1991 General 11.06.1991 12 15
Chile All 1998 22,605 General xx.10.1998
Chile Pera 2000 General
Chile All 2003 1,208 Mechanism

Perua, Argentina,

Bolivia, Brasil,

Ecuador, Uruguay,

Paraguay,

Colombia,

Venezuela,

Panama, Costa
Chile Rica, Nicaragua, 2007-2008 | 47,500 General 22.10.2007 3 1

El Salvador,

Honduras,

Guatemala,

México, Republica

Dominicana,

Cuba, Islas

Caiman & Haiti.
Chile All 2018 131,399 General 09.04.2018 5 3
Chile All 2021-2022 | 100,000 General 20.04.2021 9 13
Colombia All 2008-2009 | 1,922 General 14.10.2008 6 6
Colombia Venezuela 2017-2023 | 2,942,003 General 25.07.2017 120 1
Costa Rica Nicaragua 1990-1991 | 30,000 General 01.07.1990 12




Belice, E1

Salvador,
. Guatemala,
Costa Rica Honduras, 1999 118,750 General 09.12.1998 6 2
Nicaragua y
Panama
Costa Rica All 2012 General 05.12.2012 6 60
Costa Rica All 2020 3,000 General 6 5
Costa Rica Venezuela, 2020-2021 General 27.10.2020 14 7
Nicaragua & Cuba
Costa Rica All 2022 18,000 Mechanism
. Venezuela,
Costa Rica Nicaragua & Cuba 2023 General 21.11.2022 12 5
Czech Republic | All Never
Denmark Palestine 1992 321 Humanitarian | 27.02.1992
Estonia All Never
Finland All Never
France All 1945 General 2
France All 1948 Mechanism
France All 1956 Mechanism 18.04.1956
France Portugal 1968 Mechanism 29.07.1968
France All 1973 40,000 General 14.06.1973 5 12
France Turkey 1979 3,000 General
France All 1981-1982 | 121,100 General 11.08.1981 6 8
France All 1991 15,000 Humanitarian | 23.07.1991 30
Sub-Saharan
France countries & 1995 Mechanism 05.05.1995
Algeria
France All 1997 77,800 General 24.06.1997 12 84
France All 1998 Mechanism 120
France All 2006 7,000 General 01.06.2006 2 12
France All 2007 Mechanism 24.07.1997
France All 2012-2016 | 101,000 Mechanism
France All 2023 Mechanism 01.02.2023
Germany China 1991 General xx.01.1991 26
Ethiopia,
Afghanistan, Iran,
Germany Lebanon, Sri 1991 General xx.01.1991 24
Lanka, Palestine &
Turkey
Germany Poland, Hungary, 1991 Humanitarian | xx.01.1991 43
Albania, Bulgaria,
Germany Czechoslovakia 1991 Humanitarian | xx.01.1991 20
Romania, and
Yugoslavia.
Afghanistan,
Germany China, lrak, Iran, 1993 Humanitarian | 06.12.1992 24

Laos, Libya,
Myanmar




Angola,

Germany Mozambique & 1993 General 30
Vietnam
Germany Pakistan 1994 General 60
Germany Turkey 1994 Humanitarian 48
Germany All 1996 7,856 Humanitarian | 29.03.1996 8 69
Germany All 1999 18,258 Humanitarian | 18.11.1999 77
Yugoslavia, Bosnia
Germany and Herzegovina 2000 General 12 72
and Kosovo
Germany All 2006-2007 | 71,857 General 17.11.2006 7 72
Germany All 2007 22,858 General 01.08.2007 5 72
Germany All 2011 Mechanism 01.07.2011 72
Germany All 2023 Mechanism 60
Greece All 1997-1998 | 371,000 General 28.11.1997 17 12
Greece All 2001-2003 | 351,000 General 30.05.2001 25 12
Greece All 20006 142,000 General 30.05.2005 12 12
Greece All 2007 19,979 General 01.02.2007 6 25
Greece All 2011 Mechanism 120
Greece All 2018 Mechanism 84
Greece Bangladesh 2022 15,000 General 09.02.2022 6 1
Hungary All 2004 1,540 General 01.04.2004 3 12
Hungary All 2007 Mechanism 2007
Iceland All Never
Ireland All 2005 13,838 General 14.12.2004 4 9
Ireland All 2009 185 General 01.10.2009 3 1
Ireland All 2018-2019 General 01.10.2018 4 94
Ireland All 2022 17,000 General 01.07.2021 6 48
Israel Sudan 2019 800 Humanitarian
Israel Sudan 2024 1,000 Humanitarian | 23.01.2024 3 14
Italy All 1982 5,000 Mechanism 02.03.1982 60 14
Ttaly All 1987-1988 | 105,000 General 31.12.1986 21 1
Ttaly All 1990 217,626 General 01.12.1989 6 1
Italy All 1995-1996 | 244,500 General 01.11.1995 5 6
Ttaly All 1998-1999 | 217,100 General 27.03.1998 19 1
Ttaly All 2002-2003 | 634,700 General 01.09.2002 2 3
Italy All 2009 233,000 General 01.09.2009 1 5
Italy All 2012 115,988 General 16.07.2012 1 3
Ttaly All 2020 220,000 General 01.06.2020 5 1
Ttaly All 2021-2022 General 24 1
Japan All 1996 Mechanism 30.07.2006
Japan All 2000 20 Mechanism
Japan All 2005 Mechanism
Japan All 2006 Mechanism
Kotea All 1992-1994 | 61,126 General 01.06.1992 24 1




Korea All 2002 General xx.06.2002 1
Korea All 2003 189,000 General 31.03.2003 1
Korea All 2021-2022 General 01.04.2021 46 180
Latvia All Never

Lithuania All 1996 51 General 17.04.1996 7 33
Lithuania All 1999 157 General 17.12.1998 3 1
Lithuania All 2004 77 General 29.04.2004 0.25 1
Luxembourg Spain & Portugal 1986 1,100 General

Luxembourg Eg;;;ggia 1994 | 470 Mechanism | 15.07.1994

Luxembourg 52{;‘:1; via 1995 | g0, General 15.07.1995 5 1
Luxembourg f{ig;‘; via 1996 |4 500 General 21.07.1996 7
Luxembourg All 2001 1,839 General 01.03.2001 2.5 16.5
Luxembourg All 2008 Mechanism 29.08.2008 96
Luxembourg All 2013 General 02.01.2013 2 9
Mexico Central-Americans 1990 Mechanism

Mexico Guatemala 1996 16,000 Mechanism 14.08.1996 1
Mexico Guatemala 1999 150,000 General

Mexico All 2000 6,500 General 4 24
Mexico All 2001 5,800 General 02.03.2001 7 14
Mexico All 2004 2,000 General 23.12.2003 12 36
Mexico All 2005-2006 | 4,100 General 31.08.2005 14 9
Mexico All 2007 1,900 General 22.12.2006 12 24
Mexico All 2008-2010 | 6,000 General 01.11.2008 30 23
Mexico All 2011 1,800 Mechanism

Mexico All 2015 General 18.12.2014 11 26
Mexico All 2017 General 06.10.2016 11 24
Netherlands Spain 1964 General 15.07.1964 1
Netherlands All 1965 General 01.01.1965 1
Nethetlands All 1975 10,416 General 01.05.1975

Nethetlands All 1980 1,800 General 01.05.1980

Nethetlands All 1990-2003 Mechanism

Netherlands All 1999 2,200 General 2 84
Netherlands All 2003 2,300 Humanitarian | 01.09.2003 3 64
Nethetlands All 2008 27,500 Humanitarian | 15.06.2007 84
Netherlands All 2019 1,070 Humanitarian | 29.01.2019 60
New Zealand &j’és lf;lgszri‘oa 1976 General 01.06.1976

New Zealand All 1991 Mechanism

New Zealand All 2000-2001 | 6,452 General 30.09.2000 6 60
Norway All 2007 Humanitarian 36
Norway All 2014 Humanitarian | 30.06.2014 45
Norway All 2021 Humanitarian | 30.05.2021 192
Poland All 2003 2,747 General 01.09.2003 4 80




Poland All 2007-2008 | 1,240 General 20.07.2007 6 120

Poland All 2012 4,500 General 01.07.2011 6 48

Portugal All 1992-1993 | 38,400 General 12.10.1992 5 6

Portugal All 1996 31,825 General 24.05.1996 6 14

Portugal All 1998 Mechanism 08.08.1998

Portugal All 2001-2003 | 185,000 Mechanism 10.01.2001 25 12

Portugal Brazil 2003 19,408 General 11.07.2003 6

Portugal All 2004 19,261 General 26.04.2004 2 13

Portugal All 2007 50,000 Mechanism 04.07.2007

Portugal All 2020-2021 | 356,700 General 27.03.2020 9 3

Slovak Republic | All 2002 Mechanism

Slovak Republic | All Never

Slovenia All Never

Spain All 1985 43,815 General 24.07.1985 2 1

Spain All 1991 109,135 General 15.05.1991 6 1

Spain All 1996 21,300 General 02.02.1996 4 4

Spain All 2000 188,200 General 01.06.1999 4 10

Spain Ecuador 2001 24,000 General 23.01.2001 5 1

Spain All 2001 217,000 General 2 4

Spain All 2005 548,700 General 08.08.2004 3 6

Spain All 20006 210,000 Mechanism 24

Spain All 2024 900,000 Mechanism 19.11.2024 24

Sweden All 2006 17,000 Humanitarian | 31.03.2006 4.5

Sweden All 2008 1,060 Mechanism

Switzerland All 1998 Mechanism

Switzerland Kosovo 1999 6,000 Humanitarian | 07.08.1999 48

Switzerland f{igg; via 2000 | 880 General 48

Switzerland All 2000 13,000 General 01.03.2000 87

Switzerland All 2001 2,123 Mechanism xx.09.2001

Switzerland All 2002 Mechanism xx.12.2001

Switzerland All 2006 Mechanism 24.09.2006

Turkey All Never

United Common \Y/ealt.h

Kingdom & fo.rrner colonies | 1974-1978 1,809 General 11.04.1974 56 15
(Pakinstan)

}gﬁfﬁom gofrgrr?noerrl Xiﬁés 9717 462 General 24 48

g‘gﬁom All 1987 Mechanism | 05.11.1987 120

}énritge;om All 1988 Mechanism 1988 168

}gﬁtge;om Al 1993 Mechanism

}gﬁtgejom All 1999 Mechanism 01.03.1999 84

United All 1998-1999 | 5,900 General 23.07.1998 16 120

Kingdom




United EEA Accesion 2004 | 34,731 Mechanism | xx.05.2004 1
Kingdom states
United
Kingdom EU 2020 General 6 60
United States All 1952 Mechanism
United States All 1986-1988 | 1,684,900 General 07.11.1986 18 58
United States All 1986-1988 | 1,100,000 General 07.11.1986 18 21
United States Kuwait 1991-1992 | 10,000 General 27.03.1991 12 1
United States Lebanon 1991-1993 | 7,500 General 27.03.1991 12 1
United States Somalia 1991-2025 | 4,300 General 16.09.1991 18 1
United States | Dosniaand 1992-2001 | 400 General 10.08.1992 12 1

Herzegovina
United States Rwanda 1994-1997 General 07.06.1994 12 1
United States All 1994-1998 | 500,000 General 01.10.1994 40 6
United States Nicaragua & Cuba | 1997-2001 | 1,000,000 General 19.11.1997 29 35
United States | L1 Salvador & 1997-2001 | 200 General 19.11.1997 29 86

Guatemala

Soviet Union,

Russia, any

republic of the

former Soviet

Union, Latvia,

Estonia, Lithuania,

Poland,
United States Czechoslovakia, 1997-2001 Humanitarian | 19.11.1997 29 84

Romania,

Hungary, Bulgaria,

Albania, East

Germany,

Yugoslavia, or any

state of the former

Yugoslavia
United States Monserrat 1997-2005 | 292 General 27.08.1997 12 1
United States Burundi 1997-2009 | 30 General 04.11.1997 12 1
United States Haiti 1998-2000 | 125,000 General 21.10.1998 16 34
United States Kosovo 1998-2000 | 1,000 General 09.06.1998 12 1
United States Guinea-Bissau 1999-2000 | 400 General 11.03.1999 12 1
United States Nicaragua 1999-2019 | 5,300 General 05.01.1999 6 1
United States Honduras 1999-2020 | 86,000 General 05.01.1999 1
United States All 2000-2001 | 400,000 General 21.12.2000 4 6
United States Angola 2000-2003 | 316 General 29.03.2000 12 1
United States El Salvador 2001-2019 | 262,500 General 09.03.2001 18 1
United States South Sudan 2011-2025 | 140 General 13.10.2011 18 1
United States All 2012-2017 | 700,000 Mechanism 15.06.2012 60
United States Sytia 2012-2025 | 7,000 General 29.03.2012 18 1
United States Guinea, Liberia & | 314 5017 | 4270 General 21.11.2014 18 1

Sierra Leone
United States Nepal 2015-2019 | 14,800 General 24.06.2015 18 1
United States Yemen 2015-2025 | 1,500 General 01.09.2015 18 1
United States | Durma Haiti 2021-2025 | 788,300 General 09.03.2021 18 1

Venezuela




Afghanistan,
. Cameroon,

United States Ethiopia Sudan, 2022-2025 204,750 General 19.04.2022 18
Ukraine

United States El Salvador, Nepal | 2023-2025 | 253,500 General 09.06.2023 18

United States | Londuras, 2024-2025 | 80,000 General 06.01.2024 18
Nicaragua

17,855,718
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